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1. Appellant

M/s. Delhi Bombay Roadlines,

H.O. No.8 , Dhanraj Complex,

Opp. Ambica Petrol pump,

Sarkhej Bavla Road, Sarkhej, Ahmedabad

2. Respondent
The Additional/Joint Commissioner,CGST, Ahmedabad North , Custom
House, 1° Floor, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad - 380009
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Any person aggrieved by this Order-In-Appeal may file an appeal or revision application,
as the one may be against such order, to the appropriate authority in the following way :

HRT WRBR BT Y& e

Revision application to Government of India :

(0 B SIET Tow i, 1994aﬁwwﬁﬁaﬁmwwﬁfﬁwﬁ@-ﬁ
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)] A revision application lies to the Under Secretary, to the Govt. of India, Revision
Application Unit Ministry of Finance, Department of Revenue, 4" Floor, Jeevan Deep Building,
Parliament Street, New Delhj - 110 001 under Section 35EE of the CEA 1944 in respect of the
following case, governed by first proviso to sub-section (1) of Section-35 ibid :

(i) ﬁwﬁaﬁ{%%ﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁwmmmﬁﬁ
ar fassd Wﬁ@ﬂwﬁwémﬁ@mﬁﬁ,mﬁﬂﬂwmwﬁﬁ%
meﬁﬁm%@wﬁﬁwaﬁm%wgm

(i) In case of any loss of goods where the loss occur in transit from a factory to a
warehouse or to another factory or Jrofa; ene~warehouse to another during the course of
processing of the goods in a warehou“s_éﬁbjr;j,n;s@ergﬁe?\whether in a factory or in a warehouse.
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In case of rebate of duty of excise on goods exported to any country or territory
outside India of on excisable material used in the manufacture of the goods
which are exported to any country or territory outside India.
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In case of goods exported outside India export to Nepal or Bhutan, without
payment of duty.

dﬁmwaﬁwwzswfﬁﬁmﬁ@ﬁmmaﬁﬂéﬁaﬁ?@mﬁw
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Credit of any duty allowed to be utilized towards payment of excise duty on final
products under the provisions of this Act or the Rules made there under and such
order is passed by the Commissioner (Appeals) on or after, the date appointed
under Sec.109 of the Finance (No.2) Act, 1998.

E}‘ﬁﬁuwaﬁm(aﬁﬁa)ﬁwmaﬂ,zom%ﬁawg%aﬁhﬁﬁrﬁ‘emﬁws’q—aﬁﬁ
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The above application shall be made in duplicate in Form No. EA-8 as specified
under Rule, 9 of Central Excise (Appeals) Rules, 2001 within 3 months from the
date on which the order sought to be appealed against is communicated and
shall be accompanied by two copies each of the OIO and Order-In-Appeal. It
should also be accompanied by a copy of TR-6 Challan evidencing payment of
prescribed fee as prescribed under Section 35-EE of CEA, 1944, under Major
Head of Account.
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The revision application shall be accompanied by a fee of Rs.200/- where the
amount involved is Rupees One Lac or less and Rs.1,000/- where the amount
involved is more than Rupees One Lac.

mw,mwwwwmmmamm:-
Appeal to Custom, Excise, & Service Tax Appellate Tribunal.

(1)

(@)
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Under Section 35B/ 35E of CEA, 1944 an appeal lies to :-
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To the west regional bench of Customs, Excise & Service Tax Appellate Tribunal
(CESTAT) at 2" floor,Bahumali Bhawan,Asarwa,Girdhar Nagar, Ahmedabad : 380004,

in case of appeals other than as-mentioned in para-2(i) (a) above.
et
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The appeal to the Appellate Tribunal shall be filed in quadruplicate in form EA-3
as prescribed under Rule 6 of Central Excise(Appeal) Rules, 2001 and shall be
accompanied against (one which at least should be accompanied by a fee of
Rs.1,000/-, Rs.5,000/- and Rs.10,000/- where amount of duty / penalty / demand
/ refund is upto 5 Lag, 5 Lac to 50 Lac and above 50 Lac respectively in the form
of crossed bank draft in favour of Asstt. Registar of a branch of any nominate
public sector bank of the place where the bench of any nominate public sector
bank of the place where the bench of the Tribunal is situated.

(3) ﬁwmﬁaﬁwmﬁmmm%ﬁmwsﬁwa%mmmm
E@Wﬁﬁmmaﬁqwﬁwﬁm@ﬂﬁﬁs%@rwmﬁaﬁ%ﬁw
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In case of the order covers a number of order-in-Original, fee for each O.1.0.
should be paid in the aforesaid manner notwithstanding the fact that the one
appeal to the Appellant Tribunal or the one application to the Central Govt, As
the case may be, is filled to avoid scriptoria work if excising Rs. 1 lacs fee of
Rs.100/- for each. '

4) Wwaﬁrﬁwwmamwmaﬁaﬂ%q%mﬁmﬁﬁmmw
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One copy of application or 0.1.0. as the case may be, and the order of the
adjournment authority shall a court fee stamp of Rs.6.50 paise as prescribed
under scheduled-I item of the court fee Act, 1975 as amended. »

(5) ﬁmﬁmwwwmmﬁwﬁaﬁmaﬂwwﬁamw%m
éﬁgﬁ%w,mwwwmmwﬁw(mﬁmﬁm 1982 #
l

Attention in invited to the rules covering these and other related matter

contended in the Customs, Excise & Service Tax Appellate Tribunal (Procedure)
Rules, 1982.

(7) mw,ﬁawwwwm?ﬁawm(ﬁ@a,fﬁmma%
Al @A AT (Demand) T QS (Penalty) T 10% U &7 weer {aRf § | Breifs,

efmamqujw 10 RS IYYT 2 I(Section 35 F of the Central Excise Act, 1944, Section 83 &
Section 86 of the Finance Act, 1994)

I FeTE Yo SR AT R I ofera, iRy 2 "B B! AT (Duty Demanded) -
(M (Section) ©S 11D & qga iR iy,
(i) fern e e Hide Bt Ry,
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For an appeal to be filed before the CESTAT, 10% of the Duty & Penalty
confirmed by the Appellate Commissioner would have to be pre-deposited,
provided that the pre-deposit amount shall not exceed Rs.10 Crores. It may be
noted that the pre-deposit is a mandatory condition for filing appeal before
CESTAT. (Section 35 C (2A) and 35 F of the Central Excise Act, 1944, Section 83 & Section 86
of the Finance Act, 1994)
Under Central Excise and Service Tax, "Duty demanded” shall include:
(i) amount determined under Section 11 D;
(i) amount of erroneous Cenvat-Credit taken:
(i)  amount payable under Rule 6 of the Cenvat Credit Rules.
sﬁm%uﬁra@aﬁw%-wwaﬁwa{wwmmﬁaﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬁnﬁwmw
F10% wwaﬁvaﬁmmﬁaﬁaa’raﬁ_ & 10% YA T 3 511wt 51
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In view of above, an appeal'agé‘ihs{f thfé%nder shall lie before the Tribunal on

payment of 10% of the duty demanded-where duity: d”q duty and penalty are in dispute, or
penalty, where penalty alone is in ;disf‘)Ute'.jf" ) Lo
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F.No.GAPPL/COM.STP/2713/2022 -

ORDER IN APPEAL

M/s. Delhi Bombay Roadlines, H.O. No.8, Dhanraj Complex, Opp. Ambica Petrol
Pump, Sarkhej Bavla Road, Sarkhej, Ahmedabad (hereinafter referred to as ‘e appellant’)
have filed the present appeal against the Order-in-Original No. 10/ADC/GB/2022-2023
dated 18.05.2022 (in short ‘impugned order) passed by the Additional Commissioner,
Central GST, Ahmedabad North, Ahmedabad (hereinafter referred to as 'the adjudicating
. authority). The appellant were holding Service Tax Registration No. AZBPS9033PST001.

2. The facts of the case, in brief, are that on the basis of the data received from the
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) for the F.Y. 2014-15, it was noticed that the appellant -
had earned substantial income by providing taxable services. They had earned income of
- Rs. 5,88,30,643/- during the F.Y. 2014-15, which they reflected under the heads “Sales /
Gross Receipts from Services (Value from ITR)" or “Total Amount. paid / credited under
Section 194C, 1941, 194H, 194J (Value from Form 26AS)" of the Income Tax Act, 1961, and
same was less declared in the ST-3 Returns on which no tax was paid. Letters were,
therefore, issued to the appellant to explain the reasons for non-payment of tax and to
provide certified documentary evidences for the F.Y. 2014-15. The appellant neither
provided any documents nor submitted any reply justifying the non-payment of service tax
.on such receipts. The service tax liability was, therefore, quantified considering the
differential income of Rs. 5,88,30,643/- as taxable income, based on the data provided by
the Income Tax Department and the service tax liability of Rs. 72,71,467/- for the said
period was accordingly worked out.

2.1 Thereafter, a Show Cause Notice (SCN) No. STC/15-40/0A/2020 dated 28.09.2020
was issued to the appellant proposing recovery of service tax amount of Rs, 72,71,467/-
not paid on the value of income received during the F.Y. 2014-15, along with interest
under Section 73(1) and Section 75 of the Finance Act, 1994, respectively. Imposition of
penalties under Section 76, Section 77 and under Section 78 of the Finance Act, 1994 were

also proposed.

.2.2 The said SCN was adjudicated vide the impugned order, wherein the service tax
~ demand of Rs. 72,71,467/- was confirmed alongwith interest. Penalty of Rs.10,000/- was

imposed under Section 77 and penalty of Rs. 72,71,467/- was also imposed under Section
78. '

3. Being aggrieved with the impugned order passed by the adjudicating authority, the
appellant have preferred the present appeal on the grounds elaborated below:-

> - The appellant are having two service tax registrations. The proprietorship firm Delhi
Bombay Roadlines, having ST registration No. AZBPS9033PST001, was in
operation during the F.Y. 2005-06 & F.Y. 2006-07 and thereafter business operation
was closed. Whereas, the other proprietorship firm is Delhi Bangalore Roadlines,
having S.T. registration No. AZBS9033PST003, which is in operation from F.Y. 2006-
07 and is in operation till date. In the Tax Audit Report, thé total turnover of Rs.
5,88,30,643/- has been shown under the proprietorship firm Delhi Bangalore
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2014-15. The SCN and the impugned order issued to Delhi Bombay Roadlines have
considered the turnover of Delhi Bangalore Roadlines. As both the proprietorship
firms are different entity, hence the demand is not sustainable. They placed reliance
on following case laws in support of their contention. ‘

R.R. Paints- 2016 (55) GST 563.(Mum-CESTAT)

Nizam Sugar- 2008 (9) STR 604 (Tri-Bangalore)

Pals Micro Systems Ltd- 2007 (6) STR (Tri-Bang)

CPC(P) Ltd - 2007(7) STR 191 (Tri-Chennai)

» Any service in relation to transport of goods by road when provided by Goods
Transport Agency then service tax is to be payable by recipient of services and there
is no liability to pay service tax on provider of service. In terms of Notification No.
30/2012-ST dated 20.06.2012, 100% liability is on the service recipient.

> The notice proposing demand for the period April-September, 2014 is barred by
limitation as the same was issued after the relevant date. The due date to file ST-3
Returns for April-September, 2014 is 17.10.2014 and the SCN should have been
issued by 16.10.2019, whereas the notice was issued on 28.09:2020, hence is time

N barred. '

O > In terms of Notification No. 26/2012-ST dated 20.06. 2012, the service tax is to be
calculated on 25% of the value and the balance 75% of the value is
abated/exempted on which no tax is payable. However, the tax was worked out on
12.36% instead of 3.09%.

4. Personal hearing in the matter was held on 29.03.2023. Shri Meet Jadawala,
Chartered Accountant, appeared on behalf of the appellant. He reiterated the submission
made in the appeal memorandum. He also stated that he would submit a paper book as
-additional written submission containing relevant documents.

4.1 The appellant vide letter dated 05.04.2023, as additional submissions, submitted
copies of sales register of April to September, 2014 & October to March, 2015 (to establish
that the service demand on the turnover of Rs. 2,63,13,854/- pertaining to April to
' - September, 2014 is time barred); Summary of services provided to Body Corporate,
O Partnership Firm and Proprietorship Firm to establish the quantum of service tax payable
' by recipient of service and not by appellant; sample copies of invoices alongwith lorry
receipt / consignment note; copy of Form -ST-3 return of Delhi Bangalore Roadlines. As

the turnover of Delhi Bombay Roadlines is nil, the same is not submitted.

5. I'have carefully gone through the facts of the case, the impugned order passed by
-the adjudicating authority, submissions made in the appeal memorandum, additional
submissions as well as the submissions made at the time of personal hearmg The issue to
be decided in the present case is as to whether;

a) the demand for the period April to September, 2014 is time barred?

b) the service tax demand of Rs 72,71,467/- confirmed alongwith interest and penalties
in the impugned order passed by the adjudicating authority, in the facts and
circumstances of the case, is legal and proper or otherwise?




F.No.GAPPL/COM.STP/2713/2022 :

6. Firstly, I will examine whether the demand pertaining to period April, 2014 to
September, 2014 is time barred or otherwise? The appellant have claimed that the due
date of filing the return for the said period was 17.10.2019 and, therefore, the notice issued
on 28.09.2020 is time barred as the same should have been issued on or before
16.10.2019. It is observed that CBEC vide Order No. 02/2014-ST dated 24.10.2014 extended
the date of. filing of ST-3 Returns from 25th October, 2014 to 14t November, 2014 due to
natural calamities in some parts of India. The appellant is registered with the department

.but it seems that they have not filed the ST-3 Returns for the F.Y. 2014-15. The SCN as well
as the impugned order mentions that the ST-3 Return is not available. The appellant have
also stated that due to nil turnovers during the said period, they have not submitted the
ST-3 returns. As the return for the period (April 2014 to September, 2014) was not filed, I -
find that in terms of Section 73(6), where no return is filed, the relevant date shall be the
due date to file such return which in this case is 14.11.2014. So, considering the due date
of filing of returns, the demand notice for the period (April 2014 to September, 2014)
should haye been issued on or before 13.11.2019. However, the demand notice for the
period (April, 2014 to September, 2014) was issued invoking extended period of limitation
on 28.09.2020, i.e. beyond the period of limitation, which énds on 13% November, 2019.
Thus, T agree with the contention of the appellant that even if the clause of suppression is
invoked, the demand for April, 2014 to September, 2014 is time barred, in terms of the

. proviso to Section 73(1) of the Finance Act, 1994,

6.1 Now coming to the demand pertaining to period from October, 2014 to March,
2015, the appellant have vigorously contested the demand on the sole ground that the -
demand notice issued to M/s. Delhi Bombay Roadlines has been issued considering the
. turnover of M/s. Delhi Bangalore Roadlines, which is a different entity and holds a separate
S.T. registration No. AZBS9033PST003. They "had before the adjudicating éuthority
submitted documents like Sample Ledger, invoice copies, IT Returns, ST-2 pertaining to
M/s. Delhi Bangalore Roadlines. The adjudicating authority has observed that these
documents were not relevant to the case as were pertaining to M/s. Delhi Bangalore
Roadlines. It was also observed that the Service Tax Registration No. AZBPS9033PST001 of
M/s. Delhi Bombay Roadlines was active and was not surrendered by the appellant. The
-appellant, however, in their additional submission have stated that M/s. Delhi Bombay
Roadlines has closed their business operation since F.Y 2006-07 and has not made any
turnover since then. If that being the case, it is not clear why ‘Nil’ return was not filed for
the disputed period when the registration certificate was active and not surrendered by the -

appellant.

6.2 However, on going through the Profit & Loss Account of M/s. Delhi Bangalore
Roadlines, as submitted by the appellant, I find that the differential value of Rs.
58,830,643/~ arrived in the SCN issued to M/s. Delhi Bombay Roadlines is actually reflected

in the Balance Sheet of M/s. Delhi Bangalore Roadlines for the F.Y. 2014-15. Thus, to that

extent I find merit in the contention of the appellant that the demand to M/s. Delhi

Bombay Roadlines has been -raised considering the turnover of M/s. Delhi Bangalore

.Roadlines.  Further, it is also not clear when the ST-3 return of M/s. Delhi Bombay

Roadlines was not available with the department, then how the differential value not

7 T ashQwWN in the ST-3 return has been arrived at. Thus, it appears that the entire demand has

.??ﬁwigggg\gvorked out based on the income data provided by the by Income Tax Department -
w\lﬂwfz t verifying the factual details. :
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.6.3  Board, vide Instruction dated 26-10-2021, has specifically instructed the field
formations that while analysing ITR-TDS data received from Income Tax, a reconciliation

statement has to be sought from the taxpayer for the difference and-whether the service

income earned by them for the corresponding period is attributable to any of the negative

list services specified in Section 66D of the Finance Act, 1994 or exempt from payment of

- Service Tax, due to any reason. It was also instructed that demand notices may not be

issued indiscriminately based on the difference between the ITR-TDS taxable value and the
taxable value in Service Tax Returns. The show Cause notices based on the difference in
ITR-TDS data and service tax returns should be issued only after proper verification of
facts. In the instant case, I find that the entire demand has been raised on the basis of the
sales of the services under Sales/Gross Receipts from services (Value of ITR) of a different
firm, which in no way corroborate the allegation that the appellant has not paid service tax,

-which actually is the income of a different proprietorship firm M/s. Delhi Bangalore

Roadlines.

6.4  When the appellant before the adjudicating authority has submitted the documents ,

to establish their claim that the demand has been raised on turnover of a different firm,

then the burden of proof would be shifted to the Department to controvert otherwise,

which I find was not done by the adjudicating authority. It is a trite law that the burden of
proof of establishing the levy of tax lies on the revenue authorities and without discharging
such onus, no recover); of tax could sustain. This finding is support by the judgment of
Hon’ble Supreme Court in Cooperative Company Lid. v. Commissioner of Trade Tax, U.P.
[(2007) 4 SCC 480], wherein it has been held that burden of proof of establishing the levy
of tax lies on the revenue authorities.

6.5 In view of above discussion, I set-aside the demand for the period (April, 2014 to

September, 2014) on limitation. Further, I also set-aside the demand pertaining to the
period from October, 2014 to March, 2015, alongwit_h interest and penalty.

7. Accordingly, I allow the appeal preferred by the appellant by setting aside the

~ impugned order.
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The appeal filed by the appellant stands disposed off in above terms.
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Date: 21.4.2023

(Rekha A. Nair)
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To, :
M/s. Delhi Bombay Roadlines, - Appellant
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- H.O. No.8, Dhanraj Complex, %
Opp. Ambica Petrol Pump, ' :
Sarkhej Bavla Road, Sarkhej,

Ahmedabad

The Additional Commissioner, - Respondent
Central Tax, CGST & Central Excise,

Ahmedabad North, ’
. Ahmedabad

Copy to: ‘
1. The Principal Chief Commissioner, Central GST, Ahmedabad Zone.
2. The Commissioner, CGST, Ahmedabad North.
- 3. The Assistant Commiissioner (H.Q. System), CGST, Ahmedabad North.
(For uploading the OIA) ' :
4. The Superintendent (System), CGST, Appeals, Ahmedabad, for uploading the OIA on

the'website,
,\/Guird File.




